
Lord of Life Lutheran Church Lifeline 

Newsletter items for January 2021 

Happy New Year! I am sure you are as glad as I am to see the end of 

2020.  

Update from church council: For the first part of the new year, Lord of 

Life church will continue to have online worship only, in support of 

government recommendations. When the situation changes, we will 

keep the congregation advised via email. To access the services, go 

to YouTube and type in Lord of Life Millwoods Edmonton and our link 

will show up. Hit subscribe and all episodes will be available for view-

ing. You can view in real time (Sunday mornings at 10) or watch the 

video later in the day. We have been following worship services with 

a Zoom coffee hour at 11 am, which has really fostered a sense of 

connections, especially for those of us who live alone. Contact Pastor 

Dave or the church office for the zoom link so you can join us. 

Since our last council meeting, a vaccine is approved and becoming 

available, with anticipated vaccinations to everyone by the fall. The 

government has announced a grant that we can apply for as a 

church, that will help offset some of the costs incurred for technology 

improvements for our online services. Council members are prepar-
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ing for the Annual General meeting which will be held on February 28, 2021. Annual reports will be 

available for members to read in early February. Church council is set up to receive new portfolio 

chair people every three years, with 3 portfolio terms each year. So for 2021, the portfolio terms 

that are ending are: 

 Fellowship - currently vacant 

 Social Concerns - Donna Bornhuse, who has agreed to let her name stand 

 Professional staff - held by Cheryl Soenen-Peters along with stewardship 

As well, some people have been on church council for 6 consecutive years, the maximum allowed 

by our constitution. Those people include: 

 Pam Smith - Christian education (1 year left of this term) 

 Tisha Harricharran - Witness and Outreach (2 year term left)  

Acts 6 talks about how people are chosen to serve in the church. The apostles recognized that if 

they spread the business of running the church among the people, then the pastor would be able 

to use his time for preaching and teaching. I know that being on council sounds daunting. I can re-

member thinking that: 

 a). I had to have a business skill set in order to be qualified for a position, and 

 b). I didn't want business (which seems so cold) to interfere with the warm, good vibes I got 

from going to church. 

But since my first stint on council many years ago, I've done more reading and learning and my 

spirituality has matured. I now see that all we have, including our strengths and abilities come from 

God. And even though I don't run a business or have specialized "church council" education, I do 

have some skills; a willingness to work with others to help share the work of caring for our fellow 

man; an openness to imagine what could be possible, and an ability to listen to people's concerns. 

And after several portfolios and lots of meetings, I can honestly say I have gotten more from being 

on council that I have given. In a recent sermon, Pastor David talked about our successes as 

things we accomplish together. Every person who's had success has had help gaining that suc-

cess. Raising a family successfully is accomplished with supportive people (such as a spouse, 

grandparents, teachers, family friends, and so on). So, I'd like to ask you to prayerfully consider a 

position on church council. You'll be able to use the gifts God has given you, and will get support 

from fellow council members. Please speak to a council member if you would like more infor-

mation about any of the portfolios.  

Our next book club meeting. We will discuss The Red Tent by Anita Diamant on Thursday, Janu-

ary 7, 2021 on Zoom at 7. 

The Bible "book of the month" study is the Psalms. We will meet to discuss this book via Zoom on 

Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 7 pm. All are welcome even if you haven't read all the psalms. 

From the Synod:  



A. Plan to attend the all-virtual 29th annual Festival of Homiletics, May 17–21, 2021.  

 There are two ways to participate: 

1.  Watch for free: Four to five prerecorded video sessions will be available each 

day—no cost required. 

2.  Purchase a recording package: Gain full access to bonus material and watch 

sessions at a later time. Bonus materials include additional speaker presentations, live 

workshops, learning opportunities, and exclusive vendor connec-

tions. Registration opens November 1.  

 We hope to see you at the virtual Festival of Homiletics!  

 For more information, click here. 

B. A Story of One of Our Pastors 

 Rev. Colin Millang tells about losing his farm and sinking deeply into depression.  

 "I didn’t tell my friends – didn’t tell anybody. I just went inward. I hunkered down, and I 

 just closed off to the world. My brain just went to mush. I couldn’t even make a decision  

 to go see a doctor.” 

 Read more of his story which appeared as part of an article about the epidemic of mental 

 illness among rural Albertans in the St. Albert Gazette.  See the article here. 

On a personal note: I heard an interview on the CBC of a Canadian musician who is promoting 

Handel's Messiah as offered by Against the Grain theatre. It showcases Canadian singers 

from all across our country who sing the Messaih in six different languages. The show is called 

the Messiah Complex and is available for free online until January 7.    

On November 29, our family celebrated Amanda's 29 birthday on Zoom. We watched her open 

presents, blow out a candle on her birthday cupcake, then we participated in doing a craft. So, 

although not ideal, we tried to make her birthday special, especially because it was her "golden" 

birthday (turning 29 on the 29th). Since we've been encouraged to stay home more, I have taken 

the fall to organize my basement and look through every box and shelf, one small task a day. The 

week of Amanda's birthday, an amazing thing happened. On Wednesday, I looked through a box 

of Harry's keepsakes and found the card I'd given him on his 29th birthday! Then 2 days later, as 

I sorted one shelf on a bookcase, I found a book Harry had given me on my 29th birthday! I know 

some would say it's a coincidence, but why did I look through that box on that day, and why that 

shelf two days later? It makes one wonder. 

 

I wish you all the very best as we venture into the new year. 

Heather Zirk 

http://link.mta4.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=9-2Bm3DvC9WaBqTjMFyKJdEwlvaAWWQYZ0-2F77ulaMT9H42m0KyJjlRe-2BF5t0YlCL7blZdUODnnD59-2B2v0ald29Rb3mjM0wAVD9XpVekRzQrC65zAGuk1LlDh6HxpjzAZZeXSu8dOFyNdTHyRXE6iScNRGNisQ8nASslzZa7J2GzqkQohQ520naZws2sU1AWqArKV0-2BtQ73MzsFAfC3
https://www.festivalofhomiletics.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sharpspring&sslid=MzcwNrEwMTI0MjIyAwA&sseid=MzI0srA0NDA2tgAA&jobid=fe048408-5209-40e5-8316-00a5ff27860e
https://www.stalberttoday.ca/mental-health/farmers-shed-light-on-silent-fight-against-mental-illness-2731546


2020 November Financial Report - Julie Lutter 

November Income  

Donations:    $9,339  

Rental:    $1,600 

Total:    $10,939 

Expenses:     $10,887  

 

This month extra expenses 

Snow plowing in parking lot:   $338 

Snow shoveling:    $120 

Safety inspection yearly:     $697 

Our gas increased $40 but that is expected.  

Our waste management is separate at  $63.  

(note: snow plowing was excellent) 

 

December: (as of our Dec 8 meeting) 

Donations:  $2,200 

Rental:        $2,200 

We will have expenses regarding repairs/upgrades to building but we also have generous dona-
tions to cover the material. Work was donated. 

 

There will be changes with benefits/pension for our 2 employees. All employees receive benefits 
and pension starting Jan 1, 2021. This means the amounts that Church is required to submit for 
each employee will be increased.  

 

We are still working on the forms to the Federal Government to request a subsidy regarding our 
employees’ wages. The format of the form has changed and the requirements needed to apply 
have also changed. 

ATB Line of Credit 

Current amount is: $86,276.35. Available from $150,000 is $63,723. 

NOTE: 17 months ago we had available in August 2019  $16,618.   

This means we owed $133,382 

In 17 months we have reduced our debt from 133,382 to 86,276.  

This is a difference of $47,106 – Paid off in about 17 months. 

 

OTHER  - Constitution 

The Synod required an update of our constitution. This has been completed and approved by 
council. We will submit our changes to the Synod for approval. The final version must be approved 
in a Congregational meeting. 



Social  Concerns 

Submitted by Donna 

As of December 23 2020 we raised for Live Different 285.00 and for Mulhurst 260.  I am hopeful that 

more will come in before the end of the year but awesome job so far. 

Council members were asked as our Annual Meeting and election of new board members is coming 

up to write a little bit about what it is like to be on Council. 

To tell the truth when I volunteered last year I had no idea what Social Concern even was I just knew 

that it was important to me to be active in my church and since I had been away from Lord of Life for 

a while I thought it would be a good way to reconnect and meet people who weren’t attending when I 

was last at Lord of Life.  

I was very fortunate that my predecessor Linda-Lee is so organized and was willing to help me out 

as well as Sue who along with Elia and really so many others helped everything to run smoothly.  

Doing this position in a year when COVID-19 made social gathering not possible for the most part 

definitely made the position a lot more challenging but challenging requires us to be inventive and I 

like being inventive.  

I highly recommend you put up your hand in 2021 and join council it is very rewarding and you get to 

hang out with a great group of  people whose greatest wish is to keep Lord of Life’s doors open so 

we can worship together for a long time in a church that I know makes me feel like I am coming 

home every Sunday. 



You Too Could be on Church Council 

Submitted by Maggie 

I’m sure that we’ve all had conversations recently that touched on how innocent we all were last 

New Year’s, with none of us really knowing what kind of upheaval the next year would bring us!  

One case in point:  Last Year’s Annual Meeting was on February 9th, and on February the 11th, 

2020 I came to my first ever council meeting.  It was, of course, and in-person meeting. To even 

dream of meeting remotely through the help of technology was not even imagined at that time! Don-

na, Robin and I (Maggie) were the Newbies that night.  I can’t speak for the both of them, but I had 

never served on a church council before, and I suspect that Donna and Robin were like me; excited 

to be there, curious to see what goes on at Council, and eager to dig in to some tangible work.  In 

the hour leading up to that meeting, I channeled some of my excited energy into decorating a new 

“Church Council” notebook.  My notes from that night have an element of calligraphy to them, and 

from them I can see that we began the meeting at 7:19 pm, and we ended at 10:01 pm.  

(Incidentally, we did much better the next month.  On March 10th, we began at 7:14 pm and ended 

at 8:37 pm!) 

The March 10th meeting was actually our last in-person meeting as council.  Since then every 

meeting has been virtual.  We each surprized ourselves with our ability to actually do this.  We can 

actually see each other and speak to each other using the cameras and microphones built into our 

computers!  I believe we have all enjoyed the sense of accomplishment at learning a new skill.  The 

collective “we” of council have been: Heather, Julie, Cheryl, Pam, Tisha, Pastor David, Eila, Donna, 

Robin, and myself.  And I guess the overall message is that; if we can do it – so can you!   

As it happens, another Annual Meeting is around the corner, and this year will have many vacan-

cies that must be filled by new people.  Meetings would still be digital.  Don’t let the idea of virtual 

meetings scare you off, instead think of it as a way to learn something new.  All you need for this is 

a Wifi connection, and one of either: a computer, or laptop, or tablet, or smartphone.   

Virtual meetings are actually great!  If previous to this, you have been hesitant to go on Council be-

cause of the time commitment, then I would say, virtual meetings solve that problem!  You can save 

the time that it normally takes to pack up and drive to the church for Council, and also the time it 

takes to drive home after.  Speaking for myself, I literally teach right up to the minute that Council 

starts, then I settle into a chair, open my email, and voilá (!) I join the others at the meeting!  The 

immediacy and convenience of connecting in wherever you are is amazing!   

Virtual meetings solve some other problems as well.  If you are normally a Snowbird, and have 

avoided being on Council for that reason, then now with virtual meetings, being out of town for 

months at a time is no longer an issue.  Or, if the thought of other members viewing you at home in 

your messy office is a deterrent, well, there’s actually a fix for that!  The background filters are easy 



to use. This means your image can appear with a beach scene or a planetary theme as a back-

ground, instead of the actual room in which you are sitting. 

And if you have been hesitant, thinking that Council meetings are probably dull, well virtual meet-

ings have a fix for that as well!  Certainly, Council is serious business, but some members 

(ahem….David)  have been known to lighten the mood with the use of filters.  (Where your image 

appears to be sporting a mustache, a pirate hat and eyepatch or reindeer antlers.)  If this seems 

like a way to re-live a bit of your childhood and I’ve piqued your interest, there’s more!  The chat 

screen button works just like passing notes back and forth under the teachers’ nose without the 

teacher noticing!  Pam and I have tested this out, however, none are excluded, because all mem-

bers can view and enjoy a little repartee going back and forth during the meeting. 

Does it sound like we’re having fun?  Well, yes, I believe we are.  And the good thing is, you too 

can be on Church Council!  Please consider joining in, all are welcome! 

 



 

IF YOU BUY GROCERIES OR GAS AT: 

please purchase Sobeys & President’s Choice gift cards 
from: 

 

 
 

 
A group of family and friends are travelling to Mexico in July 2020 for ten 
days to build simple homes for families in need in Vincente Guerrero, a rural 
agricultural town on the Baja Peninsula that is home to many impover-
ished migrant workers. 
 
By purchasing gift cards at face value (in $25, $50 or $100 denominations) 
your support will assist us in raising money to cover the cost of the building 
materials, furnishings, and non-perishable food for the families. Every card 
we sell provides 5 % of its value to our fund. Cards can be used in conjunc-
tion with Air Miles and Plus cards. 
 
We will be happy to provide you with gift cards throughout the coming 
year on a regular basis, e.g., weekly, monthly, quarterly – just provide your 
contact information! 

Thank you for your support in helping us 

 

Heather Zirk 

hzirk@hotmail.com 
T:  780-929-2776 (home); 780-907-3646 (cell) 

mailto:marian.hay@enbridge.com


Prayer Needs  

Please keep the following people in your prayers 

 Janie Harding and family (Sister Kathy passed away)  

 Marvin Hoyme 

 Sarah fighting cancer and her family  

 Donna fighting pancreatic Cancer 

 Diana Kachkowski  

 Zirk Family 

 Tommie Yackle  

 Mavis Lepp’s daughter 

 Derek + Taylor Smith and family 

 Sandra Grundler family 

 Sandy Orthner  

 Elaine Whyte and their family 

 Cheryl’s dad Leonard and Mom Elsie  

 

       

Special Thank You  

Alberta Carpet Cleaning  

Special thank you to Alberta Carpet Cleaning for 

cleaning all of our Church carpets in October free 

of charge. Please share this act of generosity 

with your friends and family. 

 

Church Cleaning  

Please note that the church inside cleaning will 

now be totally covered by the Presbyterian and St 

Mary’s congregation. 

 

 

Name: Phone Number Email: Position Held: 
Heather Zirk 780-929-2776 hzirk@hotmail.com President 

Cheryl Soenen-
Peters 

780-434-1804 
780-224-7102  C) 

csoenenpeters@shaw.ca Professional Staff/
Stewardship 

Julie Lutter 780-463-4994 
780-719-0508 (C) 

jaylutter@shaw.ca Finance 

Maggie Melax 780-464-6676 
780-938-1026 (C) 

maggie@melax.ca Worship & Music 

Donna Bornhuse 780-462-7027 
780-975-8730 (C) 

donnabornhuse@hotmail.com Social Concerns 

Tisha Harricharran 780-953-4119 Tisha.harricharran@gmail.com Witness & Outreach 

Robyn Hiller 780-885-2943 rhiller90@hotmail.com Property 

Pam Smith 780-485-0181 pamloveschocolate@msn.com Youth/ Christian Education 

David Melax 780-945-0465 david@melax.ca Pastor 

Eila Jaksa 780-463-9350 lordoflife@telus.net Office Administrator 

Council Members 


