
Lord of Life Lutheran Church Lifeline 

Presdients Message 

By Heather Zirk 

News from the synod office: 

 

The Care of Creation Ministry Team invites the Synod of Alberta and 

the Northwest Territories to give expression to the wonder of creation 

this summer. How do you experience the awe and wonder of God's 

creation? Draw upon the resources of your faith and give expression 

to this question in your favourite medium - a poem, a photograph, a 

short film, a monologue, a physical art piece, an ecology lesson, a 

song, a livestock demonstration, a herbal recipe or recorded bible 

reading. Be creative! Use your skills to lift up the wonder of God's cre-

ation. Our goal is to build a library of submissions for use in the synod 

and to share some of them in the form of a video for congregational 

use. 

 

 Special Upcoming Events 
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Please email your submissions or concepts to Pastor Tim Wray at  pastortimwray@gmail.com. 

IMMINENT FOOD CRISIS 

COVID-19 is creating a food crisis for many people around the world. As vulnerable communities 

try to fight the pandemic, they’re also facing the reality of severe disruptions to their food supply 

chain, on top of ongoing droughts and other challenges. 

This could lead to a large-scale hunger catastrophe in the year ahead. 

 

Through a partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank, Canadian Lutheran World Relief is provid-

ing urgent food relief that will be matched by as much as 4:1. This means a donation of just $35 

(which provides one family with emergency food for two weeks) could now provide the same sup-

port to five families. A quick response to this crisis is essential for families facing hunger — see 

how you can help here. 

 

 
September 2020 marks the second year of the Living our Faith initiative, when our emphasis shifts 

from prayer to reading. Each month we will focus together on a different book of the Bible. Our first 

month, September, will have us reading the book of Genesis. Form your Bible Book Club, read the 

appointed book, use the introduction taken from the Lutheran Study Bible, download the prepared 

questions and join in the discussion. 

            Watch the Bible Book Club introductory video from Bishop Susan Johnson here.  

            Sign up for emails regarding the Bible Book Club here.  

            All other resources can be found on the ELCIC website by clicking here.  

Pastor David will host our discussion of Genesis, the first book on the list, at a ZOOM meet-

ing on Thursday, Oct 1, 2020 at 7 pm. All are welcome to join.  

The next book we will be reading (during October) is Deuteronomy 

 

ELCA webinar: Advocacy Tools for Loving Your Neighbour 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and The Episcopal Church (TEC) hosted a 

webinar on advocacy in July. An online training event, this webinar explores the nature of faith-

based advocacy, the issues to which we can speak, and the ways we can make our voices heard. 

Anyone who watches this will leave with tools and inspiration to make a difference. To watch this 

program, please click here. 

mailto:pastortimwray@gmail.com
https://clwr.org/news-events/covid-19-hunger-crisis
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=47095bf70b&e=25f696a2f6
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=54d9d96879&e=25f696a2f6
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=53b925b055&e=25f696a2f6
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=107d78fef5&e=25f696a2f6
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=b771c97631&e=25f696a2f6


 Congregational Life Event Saturday, October 17, 2020 via ZOOM from 10am to 3 pm 

LIFT: Leading in Faith Today- (a teaser/intro to new LAY LEADER curriculum                                         

and congregational treasurers’ workshop) 

 

Six members from church council will be joining the meeting. If you are interested in hearing some of 

the presentations, contact Heather Zirk for the link.  

 

WORKSHOP OPTIONS ‐ LAY LEADERSHIP                                                  

Workshop A ‐ Worship Resources and Planning for Worship with Carolyn Ethier                                                               

Workshop B ‐ The Lutheran Story from Reformation to Today with Rev. Tim Pozyluzny                 

Workshop C ‐ Working with Teams with Greg Lingelbach    

Workshop D ‐ Faith Stories with Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken   

 

 

 

 
Working with ecumenical communities and leaders to empower and liberate communities’ spiritual 

life through singing 

Virtual Events 

October 12-14, 2020 Experience the rich connections of singing, dancing, and praying togeth-

er at our Virtual Fall Retreat.  We'll gather each day from 1:00-2:30 p.m. EDT for interactive online 

singing and learning that explores different facets of MMC pedagogy adapted to an online context.  

Morning Grounding offers a weekly opportunity for awakening and centering in community.  Join 

virtually every Monday, beginning September 7, at 10:00 a.m. EDT. 

ADVENT WORSHIP WEBINAR, September 23 at 3 p.m. EDT, explores music for this time of waiting 

and wondering. 

These and other opportunities such as COMMUNITY VIDEO HYMN SINGS, ECUMENICAL SING-

ING JAMS, A VIRTUAL SONG CIRCLE Of LAMENT are offered online through Music That Makes 

Community. 

 

 

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=4cd98b24cf&e=b750d3283e
https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=4cd98b24cf&e=b750d3283e


 Notes from church council: On Sunday, September 20, Pam Maloney hosted a "kick-off Sunday" cof-

fee and cookies visit outside after church. Eila and Linda Lee stepped in to help coordinate, make, 

and serve the treats in a way that ensured health and safety. Thank-you so much, Pam, for coming 

up with the idea and for making it happen on very little notice! The visiting over shared treats remind-

ed us that church is about being in community and having relationships and helped bring a feeling of 

normalcy to these pandemic times.  

Eila continues to be the church presence on the phone and emails as we navigate through our insur-

ance, our bills, and talk with our user groups.  

Donna has planned for packing lunches for the Bissel lunch on Saturday, Oct 3 at 10 am at the 

church.  

Robyn has scheduled outdoor painting and cleanup for Oct 10 at 10 am and resume on Oct 17 if 

necessary.  

Watch for more information about Sunday school and confirmation classes as Pastor David receives 

information from Alberta Health Services and Bishop Larry.  

Maggie has been working to revamp our website. Check out the new design and features! 

Pastor David continues to post services to YouTube, host ZOOM meetings, and call congregation 

members. 

 

On a personal note: September 24, 2020 was quite a day.  

In the morning I had a video conference with Mom because it was her 87th birthday! She looked as 

she did the last time I saw her in person. She has not suffered any ill effects of covid 19, still sleeps 

well, and enjoys her meals. Although I can't say she recognized me, her face did light up in a smile 

when I came on the screen! 

In the afternoon, I went to the Millwoods Seniors Center to join the "jam" session. I had talked to a 

gentleman on the phone about being a new ukulele player and he'd encouraged me to join them. I 

am so glad to report that I could keep up for probably 80 % of the time, learned some new songs, 

and met some friendly people who love music.   

Then, Lord of Life book club members met that evening on ZOOM to discuss "The Home for Unwant-

ed Girls" by Joanna Goodman. It tells the story of a family who lived through the time when orphan-

ages became institutions for people with mental illness because the Quebec government paid more 

for patients than it did for the care of orphans. It was a difficult read because there seemed to be so 

many injustices in the story; the teenaged mother whose choice to parent her daughter was taken 

from her, the teen's parents who both had regrets and quirks of their own, the "orphaned" girl who 



 grew up being told she was unwanted, knowing she was not mentally ill but lacking in knowledge and 

social skills. The themes in the book about loss, guilt, consequences, forgiveness, justice, and fair-

ness echo some of the themes of today. All people are not treated fairly. Justice does not always 

prevail. Some people do things for which they will never face the consequences. All of us have done/

said/thought things we regret. Even when we try to consistently live as the best versions of ourselves 

that we can be, there are times when we cry out at the unfairness of life. Think back to the sermon 

Pastor David did this month that talked about the workers who were all paid the same wage, whether 

they worked all day, a half day, or for the last hour of the day. How unfair! I get annoyed just thinking 

about myself in that situation. I'm the type of person who would have been there when the workday 

started, taking the sanctioned breaks for coffee and lunch, and leaving when the day was done. I 

would expect and accept the agreed upon wage. And that would be "just". Yet, I know I would feel 

slighted if someone worked for the last hour of the day and got the same wage as I did. Thankfully, 

Pastor Dave pointed out that all believers can expect the same generosity from God in terms of eter-

nal life when we turn to Him and follow His ways, whether we are born into a Christian family, or be-

come a believer as a teen, or on our death bed, we repent and know that God will forgive us. And 

that's the great thing about God! His generosity extends to the last moment. Our role in this life is to 

become more Christ-like, seeing needs and serving others. The sermon was a good reminder that I 

still have work to do to be able to see God's generosity as "fair", no matter the circumstances.  

 

Heather Zirk 

 



 SOCIAL CONCERN 

Submitted by Donna Bornhuse 

 

Update on Bissell Lunch. We have all the items needed for the lunch except what will be picked up 

on the Friday before packing the lunch bags. We will be doing the packing on October 3 as the lunch 

is on the 4 need volunteers to help with the packing at the church at 10:00 am that day as well as 

one other driver to help bring the lunch bags, water and cases oranges and banans. 

 

The CLWR warehouse is closing down at the end of this year and will not be shipping the kits over-

seas anymore so we need to find another source for the items that we have already collected one 

possibility for the school supplies is Head Start would appreciate any other ideas from the congrega-

tion. 

 

Last Christmas is around the corner and we usually do an outreach project every year any ideas 

from the congregation would be appreciated.  I would like to get started on that the beginning of No-

vember if possible. 

 

Thanks everyone for your help now and in the future! 

Donna 

 



Book Club  

Lord of Life Book Club reads Genesis. Read the book of Genesis, and join us on Zoom for Thurs-

day, October 1
st
 at 7 pm. The Zoom link for that meeting (and any one that Pastor David is hosting is 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2542277943 . If you have any trouble connecting, please call 780-934-

0465 

Notes for reading Genesis 

Genesis jumps back and forth between at least two different authors.  You will note that sometimes 

Genesis is focused on listing information, and sometimes Genesis flows as a narrative.  See if you 

can spot when Genesis makes that switch.   In general, if your reading is getting bogged down in a 

list of names, this material is from the Priestly writer.  Sometimes, in the narrative, story parts, there 

is an odd bit of repetition.  For example, God tells Noah to get two of every animal, and then God 

talks to Noah again and tells him to get two of every animal AND seven pairs of every clean type of 

animal.  This is believed to be part of the story because two different sources of narrative material 

needed to be merged together by the editors of Genesis.  If you see an odd bit of repetition, just to 

note that that “double tradition” might be part of the explanation. 

Genesis sets the stage for much of the Bible later.  Watch as you read for the names of people 

whose names becomes the names of nations.   

Question of Worship Recordings 

Since Father’s Day, our online worship has been based on recording our in-person worship, editing 

material together, and then posting it up in the days following Sunday.  This week we were forced to 

do it differently, but that opened up the question of changing the way we do online worship. 

I want to start and apologize for the difficulties we have producing a couple of Sunday worship ser-

vices for YouTube.  One Sunday at the start of September our quality microphone wasn’t plugged 

in, and the sound quality was so poor that no service was produced for that week, and this week, 

one of the laptops refused to record video.  This was only discovered mid service, and so, we didn’t 

record any video of the chancel area.  So, in order that our “at-home” audience had something to 

watch, I recorded myself preaching the sermon.  I will post that video tonight. 

I asked my audience at the end of that video which format viewers preferred.  Would you rather we 

recorded Sunday worship, and posted that during the next week, or would you be happy with a 

shorter recording of the sermon (which in theory could be posted by Sunday morning)  The shorter 

sermon-only video would not have music, and not much for liturgy. 

This shortened format is closer to what we were doing when we were under lockdown.  I am asking 

what people prefer.  Please email me at david@melax.ca, or phone at 780-945-0465.  I want to get 

a sense of how our members are benefiting from our YouTube videos. All our videos can be found 

at the Lord of Life Millwoods YouTube channel   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNeXJGad-

xLy9gb1ww1s11w 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2542277943
mailto:david@melax.ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNeXJGad-xLy9gb1ww1s11w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNeXJGad-xLy9gb1ww1s11w


 

IF YOU BUY GROCERIES OR GAS AT: 

please purchase Sobeys & President’s Choice gift cards 
from: 

 

 
 

 
A group of family and friends are travelling to Mexico in July 2021 for ten 
days to build simple homes for families in need in Vincente Guerrero, a rural 
agricultural town on the Baja Peninsula that is home to many impover-
ished migrant workers. 
 
By purchasing gift cards at face value (in $25, $50 or $100 denominations) 
your support will assist us in raising money to cover the cost of the building 
materials, furnishings, and non-perishable food for the families. Every card 
we sell provides 5 % of its value to our fund. Cards can be used in conjunc-
tion with Air Miles and Plus cards. 
 

Thank you for your support in helping us 
build homes – and hope – for families in need! 

 

Heather Zirk 

hzirk@hotmail.com 
T:  780-929-2776 (home); 780-907-3646 (cell) 

mailto:marian.hay@enbridge.com


 

Prayer Needs  

Please keep the following people in your prayers 

 Janie Harding and family (Sister Kathy passed away)  

 Marvin Hoyme 

 Sarah fighting cancer and her family  

 Donna fighting pancreatic Cancer 

 Diana Kachkowski  

 Zirk Family 

 Tommie Yackle  

 Mavis Lepp’s daughter 

 Derek + Taylor Smith and family 

 Sandra Grundler 

 Sandy Orthner  

 Elaine Whyte and their family 

 Cheryl’s dad Leonard and Mom Elsie  

 

       

Special Thank You  

Alberta Carpet Cleaning  

Special thank you to Alberta Carpet Cleaning for 

cleaning all of our Church carpets in October free 

of charge. Please share this act of generosity 

with your friends and family. 

 

Church Cleaning  

Please note that the church inside cleaning will 

now be totally covered by the Presbyterian and St 

Mary’s congregation. 

 

Name: Phone Number Email: Position Held: 
Heather Zirk 780-929-2776 hzirk@hotmail.com President 

Cheryl Soenen-Peters 780-434-1804 
780-224-7102  
(C) 

csoenenpeters@shaw.ca Professional Staff/
Stewardship 

Julie Lutter 780-463-4994 
780-719-0508  
(C) 

jaylutter@shaw.ca Finance 

Maggie Melax 780-464-6676 
780-938-1026  
(C) 

maggie@melax.ca Worship & Music 

Donna Bornhuse 780-462-7027 
780-975-8730  
(C) 

donnabornhuse@hotmail.com Social Concerns 

Tisha Harricharran 780-953-4119 Tisha.harricharran@gmail.com Witness & Outreach 

 
Robyn Hiller 780-885-2943 rhiller90@hotmail.com Property 

 
Pam Smith 780-485-0181 pamloveschocolate@msn.com Youth/ Christian Educa-

tion 

 
David Melax 780-945-0465 david@melax.ca Pastor 

 
Eila Jaksa 780-463-9350 lordoflife@telus.net Office Administrator 

Council Members 


