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Newsletter items for November 2020 

Update from church council: we now have high(er) speed internet ser-

vice with the fibre system and we have increased security with some 

cameras. Eila is staying on top of our bills and Grace is finalizing our 

Charity Information Return, which is done yearly. We have inherited 2 

computers from PlayDay and with a bit of tweaking, they should be 

able to assist with any  recorded services. Church council continues to 

work to meet our needs while managing the budget and by hosting 

work bees where we can do much of the maintenance work our build-

ing needs.  

Our next book club meeting will be on November 5, 2020 at 7 pm 

where we will be discussing The Last Disciple by Hank Hanegraaff 

(The Bible Answer Man radio host) and Sigmund Brouwer. The meet-

ing will be on ZOOM.  

At the invitation of the National Church, we have joined the Bible "book 

of the month" study during this year of reading. In September we read 

Genesis, then met on ZOOM to discuss it. For October, the book is 

Deuteronomy, but the discussion won't happen until Thursday, 

November 12 at 7 pm via ZOOM. So, you still have time to read the 
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book and join in the discussion. In November, we will be reading 1 Kings. 

On Saturday, October 17, six members of church council attended the Congregational Life Event 

via ZOOM, rather than driving to Red Deer as we did in past years. This event started with worship 

and introductions. Each of us heard 2 sessions. I attended a session called The Lutheran Story, 

where Pastor Mike gave historical facts about the reformation including Martin Luther's role and 

the political climate of the day. Martin Luther's 95 theses was the first protest against Catholicism 

and the selling of indulgences to support St Peter's in Rome. Luther stated that it is not our actions 

that make us right with God, but that the "gate to Heaven" is a gift given to us by God. Martin Lu-

ther did not recant and was excommunicated and declared an outlaw. He spent the next 10 years 

writing about what the Bible says about God and our relationship with Jesus. Every so often, Pas-

tor Tim would pose a question to the group that we were invited to ponder. He explained that refor-

mation that is urgent requires immediate action, but other reforms are more gradual (such as the 

10 years Martin Luther wrote and taught). We can see that reform is happening all around us. The 

church becomes aware of problems and issues and tweaks the way it responds. Think about the 

changes that have happened regarding Truth and Reconciliation? Being welcoming and inclusive? 

Showing love to one another rather than judgement? We have "reformed" the way we do worship 

during this pandemic, and being the church may change still. Pastor Tim asked us how we can 

contribute to reform. Our group "answer" was to listen, ask questions, get involved, and take ac-

tion.  

The second session I attended was on Team Building, which is always a good refresher. The pre-

senter, Greg, opened with helping us identify a "good" leader or facilitator as one who provides 

ownership without taking over, leads discussion, delegates, and assists team members in identify-

ing their strengths. He had us read Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12, which says there is strength in numbers, 

because we can share the load, and call on one another for help. Greg reminded us that when we 

want something done fast, we usually do it alone, but when we want it done well, we should work 

with others. Our discussion pointed out the value in mentorship, the "gifts" that every person has, 

the value of looking back at our history and planning for the future, and the importance of evaluat-

ing what we've done. 

On a personal note: As some of you may know, I joined Rotary last year as a way to meet new 

people who are interested in volunteering and serving the community. I chose the Leduc/Nisku 

club because it's close to my home and because they meet at 7 am over breakfast, so it was 

something I could do that wouldn't interfere with morning pickleball or and afternoon or evening 

plans. Then covid happened! After a steep learning curve for some of the members, we moved our 

meetings to ZOOM and start them a bit later since we don't have to drive. It has provided a great 

feeling of connection without being in close proximity and we have been able to work at helping 

out in the community. Our Rotary club supports the Leduc music festival, Black Gold outreach 



school, Leduc Boys and Girls Club, Leduc and District Food bank, Open Door in Camrose, High 

School Scholarship program, Santa's Helpers, as well as support international educational schol-

arships at CASA Hogar Los Angelitas and Project Amigo in Mexico. At one of our ZOOM meet-

ings, we connected with Alondra, our Project Amigo student who is doing online courses towards 

her medical degree! Of course none of this work would be happening without money and with 

covid, the opportunity to fundraise has changed. This year our club is holding a 50/50 raffle online 

with a draw date in early December. To read more about the club or to buy 50/50 tickets, type in 

Rotary Nisku Leduc into Google and you'll be taken to the newsletter.  

Another worthwhile event that Rotary helped to spearhead is the eradication of polio in the world. 

Rotary started the work in 1985 and now works with the World Health Organization to visit every 

house in remote villages, provide education about vaccines, and give polio vaccine to children. 

Now, there are only 2 countries in the world that still report polio cases. Oct 24 was World Polio 

Day, for which our club members donated money from bottles. That was matched by the club and 

the total will be doubled by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation! Let's hope that Afghanistan 

and Pakistan can be polio-free in the near future. To watch an excellent video on the networking 

involved in reaching remote families, click on the following link. 

https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day 

We are so blessed to live in a country where we have access to scientific knowledge, including 

vaccines that help protect us and those with whom we may be in contact. Say a prayer of thanks-

giving when you get your flu shot this year. 

Heather Zirk 

 

 From the Synod:  

 

1. LEAD (Living Every Day as Disciples) is offering leadership development courses and has a 

huge selection on anti-racism resources. Check out https://waytolead.org/purpose-and-vision/ 

 

2. The Sanctuary course is "an 8 week study guide for small groups or anyone who wants to learn 

about faith and mental health. It requires no previous training or expertise—just a willingness to 

engage in dialogue with other believers. Each topic is explored from a psychological, social, 

and theological perspective. Additionally, each session is accompanied by 

a compelling film featuring the story of an individual who has journeyed through mental health 

challenges as a person of faith." . In the spring I downloaded the information about the course and 

I am willing to lead a group through it. They have added on another session that deals specifically 

with the covid pandemic. Please contact me if you are interested in participating in the course and 

we will set up a mutually agreeable time to meet.  

https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day
https://waytolead.org/purpose-and-vision/


3. Online Communion: A 3-Session Gathering for Reflection and Conversation for Lay and Ros-

tered Leaders of the Synod of Alberta and theTerritories With Dr.Kayko Dreidger Hesslein  and Dr. 

Gordon Jensen Moderated by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer...for those interested in an opportunity 

for deeper reflection and conversation regarding online communion ...for those desiring conversa-

tion within a community of learners ..for those who have participated in online communion or those 

who are wondering, questioning, uncertain ZOOM link will be sent to registrants November 2.    

 

4. Kairos Canada is hosted a Climate Justice Forum on Monday evenings in November. 

Register at:  http://bit.ly/flcforum2020 

For the Love of Creation, of which Kairos is a leading organization, is an faith-based initiative for 

climate justice that unites faith-based bodies and faith-based organizations in Canada to make a 

meaningful contribution to the climate crisis in the next decade. For the Love of Creation is hosting 

a forum to introduce the work of the initiative and to invite you to join this work of joint advocacy, 

theology, and local engagement.  Join every Monday evening in November, from 7:30-8:30 PM 

EST on Zoom. 

 

5. CARe Ministry Team 

Congregational Action and Response for Mental Health Ministry Team 

A Story of One of Our Pastors 

Rev. Colin Millang tells about losing his farm and sinking deeply into depression.  

"I didn’t tell my friends – didn’t tell anybody. I just went inward. I hunkered down, and I just closed 

off to the world. My brain just went to mush. I couldn’t even make a decision to go see a doctor.” 

Read more of his story which appeared as part of an article about the epidemic of mental illness 

among rural Albertans in the St. Albert Gazette.  See the article here. 

  

6. Booklet Series on Caring for Grieving People During Covid 19 

Stephen Ministries in Saint Louis,Missouri has developed a series of booklets  focused on   caring 

for grieving people during the Covid 19 crisis.  These booklets are organized as a Journeying 

Through Grief program.  The booklets are designed to send to people at four crucial times during 

the difficult first year after losing a loved one. It is encouraged that the person sending the booklet 

also send a letter to the person as a further expression of your care.  Sample letters are available 

at stepenministries.org/letters.  Book 1: A Time to Grieve. Book 2. Experiencing Grief  Book 

3:Finding Hope and Healing  Book 4 : Rebuilding and Remembering. 

For 1-4 sets of these booklets the cost is $9.95 and can be ordered from the online store of Ste-

phen Ministries. https://stephenministries.org/On_Line_Store/viewitem.cfm? Or call to order at 314

-428-2600 for large orders. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0udu-sqDoqGdD2QWgb58TRsb9zZFAV_XfY
https://www.stalberttoday.ca/mental-health/farmers-shed-light-on-silent-fight-against-mental-illness-2731546
http://stepenministries.org/letters
https://stephenministries.org/On_Line_Store/viewitem.cfm


7. ELCA webinar: Advocacy Tools for Loving Your Neighbour 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and The Episcopal Church (TEC) hosted a 

webinar on advocacy in July. An online training event,  this webinar explores the nature of faith-

based advocacy, the issues to which we can speak, and the ways we can make our voices heard. 

Anyone who watches this will leave with tools and inspiration to make a difference. To watch this 

program, please click here. 

 

8. Exploring diverse expressions and spirituality of Lutherans today 

On the first Wednesday of each month, you are invited to participate in "Being Lutheran", an online 

gathering for people across the global Lutheran communion. This is an opportunity to connect with 

Lutheran sisters and brothers and engage in the LWF study process on contemporary Lutheran 

identities. 

In this series, we will explore themes that emerged from a 2019 consultation in Addis Ababa, and 

explore the creative, vibrant, life-giving diversity of what it means to be Lutheran today. Each 

month will begin with a moment of prayer and spiritual reflection. We will welcome a speaker to 

present a topic, then break out for small group reflection and communion building. 

 

The next BEING LUTHERAN webinar is October 7. 

Check for more information or registration details here 

 

9. A message from Canadian Lutheran World Relief regarding We Care. 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief’s (CLWR) Board of Directors, leadership team and denomina-

tional leaders gathered for its annual September meeting. As they came together — completely 

online for the first time in history — they discussed the fact that we are working in a new reality, 

one that is marked by change and new circumstances. 

They made the decision to begin transitioning We Care, CLWR’s long-standing and beloved 

commodity shipment program, with the intent that the shipping component of the program will be 

fully closed by the end of 2021. While many feel a deep, personal connection to this aspect of We 

Care, the decision was made with the unanimous support of everyone involved. 

To read more about CLWR and the WE CARE program, click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=b771c97631&e=25f696a2f6
https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/being-lutheran-webinar-series
https://www.clwr.org/news-events/update-regarding-we-care


10. 

 
Working with ecumenical communities and leaders to empower and liberate communities’ spiritual 

life through singing Virtual Events 

Morning Grounding offers a weekly opportunity for awakening and centering in community.  Join 

virtually every Monday, beginning September 7, at 10:00 a.m. EDT. (8 am in Edmonton) 

 

These and other opportunities such as COMMUNITY VIDEO HYMN SINGS, ECUMENICAL 

SINGING JAMS, A VIRTUAL SONG CIRCLE Of LAMENT are offered online through Music That 

Makes Community. 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#inbox/FMfcgxwJXfqzkXLfwBRcTTcKZHZGMklc
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#inbox/FMfcgxwJXfqzkXLfwBRcTTcKZHZGMklc


2020 September Financial Report Julie Lutter 

 

Income for September 

Total donations:  $8,627.85 

Rental:  $3,000 

Bissell:  $496.20   (total $626) 

Total:    $12,329 

 

Expenses for September 

Insurance (yearly) $4,156 

Debt service has been reduced: $196.42  

                                       (Jan $579, Sept $389) 

Most expenses are consistent with past months 

Total:     $14,472.55  

 

October to date 

Income donations:  $2154.00 

Special donation for siding $400 

Rental    $1600 

Expenses: consistent compared to other months 

 

Our gas bill this winter will go from $65 to $300 to $400 for cold months. And electrical and utilities 

will increase from $375 to possibly $800. For 5 months gas is $65 and then goes to over $300 for 7 

months. Similarly, utilities are at $350 for 5 months, then $600 to $800 for the rest of the year. 

 

We are still applying for our subsidy for the wages for Pastor and Office Administrator because we 

are paying the full wages. 



Pastors November Article 

Three Surprising Facts about Prayer Revealed! Bible Scholars Astonished! 
 

Sorry about the clickbait title, but there are a few passages about prayer in Matthew that are sur-

prising.  Some of these are familiar passages, which we are so familiar with, we have long ago 

stopped noticing how surprising these passages are.  It is like if your neighbor had an elephant sit-

ting in her front yard, and that elephant has always been there, and you have driven and walked 

past the elephant thousands of times, but today, you realize just how astonishing that is, and you 

stop and marvel at an actual elephant, eating palm branches and rolling in the grass in your next-

door-neighbor’s yard and you wonder, why didn’t I notice that before? 

So, here are the surprises. 

Surprised by God as introvert 

‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the syna-

gogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 

and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you.   ‘When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they 

think that they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Fa-

ther knows what you need before you ask him. 

~~Matthew 6:5-8 

Several times in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus advises us to keep our piety hidden rather than 

make our prayers, offering or fasting a public spectacle. Our Father sees what is done in secret, 

including hearing our prayers from our private room.   We might not see how big a surprise this 

was, but imagine yourself living among the ancient Near East peoples.  They assumed that the 

gods of the Romans and Greeks all craved attention, and that an ancient god or goddess would 

reward the group that built that god or goddess a temple larger than all the other temples in town.  

And the deity would reward the giver the largest donation, the group that put on the best parade 

through town, or the group that prayed the longest and buttered up the god or goddess with the 

best compliments and praise.   Jesus encourages followers to leave that behind and pray to God 

without any display or flattery.  The first century believer who follows these words of Christ will be 

surprised to discover that God is present, not in the loud public religious ceremony, but in the inti-

macy of quiet time alone with God.  

Surprised by laying it all on the line 

Jesus follows that message with a second surprise as he taught the familiar prayer. 



‘Pray then in this way: 

Our Father in heaven, 

   hallowed be your name. 

   Your kingdom come. 

   Your will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread. 

   And forgive us our debts, 

     as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

   And do not bring us to the time of trial, 

     but rescue us from the evil one. 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do 

not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.           ~~Matthew 6:9-15 

 

Rather than pray the long showy prayers of the “Gentiles”, Christ gives us a short sample prayer.  

And then makes a point of emphasizing the commitment in the prayer to forgive the sins of others.  

This sample prayer we use weekly as the Lord’s Prayer, and we repeat weekly, “Forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”.  This is a strange conditional phrase im-

pacting our prayer for forgiveness.  This petition has a petition before it, and two petitions after it 

don’t have any conditions.  We don’t pray saying, “Give us this day our daily bread, if we have 

been good”, and we don’t pray “deliver us from evil, when we are smart enough”  Yet, we are ask-

ing God to forgive our sins based off our willingness to forgive others.  Why does this stand out as 

having this unusual condition. 

There is nothing stopping us from simply praying “Forgive us our sins. . . period”, or even admitting 

how hard forgiveness is, “Forgive us our sins, for we are having trouble forgiving others”.  But 

here, Jesus suggests a different wording, where we ask to be forgiven in the same manner as we 

forgive others.  By phrasing it this way, we are setting ourselves up to fail.  Honestly, every time 

we pray the Lord’s prayer, we are asking God to treat us as we deserve, and almost daring God to 

not forgive us.    

Maybe realizing how dangerous a prayer we are praying will help people to realize that so much of 

spirituality practiced by so many of us is the refusal to let go of the sins of others.  Rather than for-



give ourselves and others, we would sooner hear a sermon talking about how sinful this or that 

other group of people are. We are here challenging ourselves to live beyond that need to look 

down on others.  This little caveat on how we want to be forgiven ourselves fits in with the theme 

of not judging found throughout the Sermon on the Mount. 

I don’t want to terrify anybody, there are those who have been hurt badly in this life, and they are 

not yet in a position to forgive those who hurt them.  I don’t want people to think forgiveness is a 

test or a requirement. Rather, it is a challenge that we can take up as we are ready.    As we grow 

in Christ, we move towards forgiving others.  God’s forgiveness comes to us long before we even 

ask for it, but, we pray this caveat on our prayer petition as a way of reminding ourselves how im-

portant forgiveness is in our society and in the life of the Church.  

 

Surprised by agreement among enemies  

Sandwiched between the Parable of the Lost Sheep and Peter and Jesus discussing forgiving an-

other seventy-seven times is this passage. 

‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you 

are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, 

take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 

two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the of-

fender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-

collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 

anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gath-

ered in my name, I am there among them.’  ~~Matthew 18: 15-20 

 

The underlined verse is often quoted all by itself.  This verse is often read as if, two or three peo-

ple, praying together can ask for anything, and God will give it,, but I can assure you, that if you 

and your spouse prayed to God for a pair of  Lamborghinis to appear in your driveway, it would not 

happen.  So, no, this isn’t magic.  Well, if there is magic, it is the magic of healing disputes. 

In the ancient Near East, it was rare to settle disputes.  Enemies were often assumed to be ene-

mies forever.  There was a culture of honor that had a difficult time with forgiving when shame and 

honor were at stake.  And certainly, we often think of enemies being in a win-lose style competition 

such that if one gets something good, it must be at the expense of the other.  But, here Jesus is 

promising to work with disputing parties.  If two or three disputing parties agree to pray together for 

something, God will move heaven and earth to make it happen, and certainly, where they gather 



together to resolve their disputes in Christ’s name, Christ is there among them. 

Some may wonder if this means that when we gather for worship, is Christ not among us because 

the congregation is not composed of warring parties striving to find peace?  No, Christ is among 

us because even our congregation is made up of warring parties that ARE striving to live, worship, 

and grow in peace.  We routinely share the peace in case there is any remaining disputes among 

us.  We are, as Church, as a congregation that cooperates together and cares for each other, ex-

actly what every warring party hopes to get out of negotiations.  They long for peace, fellowship 

and a shared purpose arm-in-arm with their former enemies.  We are the descendants of many 

nationalities who were at one time at war with each other.  We are the descendants of oppressors 

and the oppressed, and, what we have found together is that miracle that warring parties have 

been praying about for thousands of years. 

 

Pastor David 

 

The Pandemic in the life of Mrs. Martin Luther 

 

 

Here is a picture of Martin Luther’s wife, Katharina von Bora.  You will notice in the picture of her, 

she is wearing a mask.  Luther and Katherina were married in 1525, as monks and nuns were be-

ing married off to each other at the start of the Reformation.  They lived together for twenty one 

years and had six children together.  Luther died in 1546. A few years after Luther died. Katharina 

had to flee her home (the former monastery which had been renamed as Lutherhaus) because of 



a war in the neighborhood.  She returned after the war to find the buildings in ruins.  As Wikipedia 

puts it, “She remained in Wittenberg in poverty until 1552, when an outbreak of the Black 

Plague and a harvest failure forced her to leave the city once again. “  Katharina is pictured here 

wearing a mask and socially distancing, a wise choice even in the year 1552.  Sadly, she died lat-

er that year, from injuries sustained in a tragic cart accident.  (Yes, I did say cart accident).  She 

was 53. 

 

The words of the hymn “A Mighty Fortress”  may have been written around the time She and hus-

band Martin grieved after the loss of an eight month old daughter.   

“Were they to take our house, 

goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

through life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 

The words from the hymn became prophetic as Katharina von Bora lost everything anticipated in 

the hymn, but like the hopeful message of the hymn, she was not defeated.  She is reported to 

have said on her deathbed “I will stick to Christ as a burr to cloth”.  God had been her mighty for-

tress 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Plague
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Plague


Pastors Oct Article 

What is the Word of God?   

A Dialogue (in the style of Douglas Hofstadter’s book Gödel, Escher, Bach) 

The scene opens on a beach as a crab waves to his friends Achilles and Tortoise who are walking 

down the beach. 

Crab:  Hello, Achilles!  Hello Tortoise!  I am glad I ran into you two, because, I have a question I 

want to ask you.   

Achilles:  Hello Crab.  It is a pleasant day for a visit on the beach.  I will sit down with you, and we 

can wait for our friend the tortoise to catch up.  But first, tell me what is up with you. 

Crab:  Living as I do at the crossroads where ocean and land comes together,  I get to see the 

beautiful sunsets, and I get to explore the coral reefs, and I get to feel the warmth of the sun as I 

scuttle across the sand.  And with all that beauty, and all that complexity, and all the simplicity of 

my world, I find myself thinking about God quite a bit.  And I start to wonder how God is talking to 

me. 

Achilles: This is a beautiful beach; I too feel drawn to God when I jog along the water’s edge on a 

cool crisp morning when I take my daily run.  So, what is on your mind? 

Crab:  I wanted to ask a question about how God is speaking to us.  Nothing so far, but I am glad 

to have both of you here, because I value both of your opinions.  I will wait until Tortoise gets here. 

Achilles:  Oh, Tortoise is already close enough to hear you Crab, so you can already ask your 

question.  It is just that Tortoise cannot answer you until he stops huffing and puffing across the 

sand. 

Crab:  Okay.  Both of you know that I believe in God, but I haven’t had a religious upbringing, and 

I haven’t gotten a chance to read the Bible.  So, answer me this.  I consider knowledge and truth 

to be the highest of virtue. Because to live a moral and righteous life we need to know everything 

about how to do that.  We need a full disclosure of the nature of our existence is needed. Because 

if we don't have that - all our actions and decisions stem from ignorance.  But the Bible doesn’t tell 

us EVERYTHING that we need to know.  So, has God let us down? 

Achilles: I find it extremely funny that you're accusing God of not clearly revealing Truth to you, 

while fully knowing the Bible exists. The Word of God appears to be available for you to read. Why 

haven't you? This isn't God's fault. 

Crab:  My other friends here on the beach think I am silly for wanting to read the Bible, but I just 

haven’t had the time yet.  But, my question is about how the Bible doesn’t answer EVERY ques-

tion, and without that, I worry that if I followed the Bible, then I would still be acting in ignorance. 



Achilles:  God has withheld nothing essential to you, and you know it. We can know The Bible is 

the Word of God. You seem to know many things about it already.  The Truth of the nature of your 

existence is addressed literally on the first page of the Bible. Genesis 1. God has not kept you in 

the dark whatsoever. 

Crab:  Ok, Ok.  But, Achilles, why did God give us such a small Bible when there is SOOO MUCH 

that we need to know.   How do I know that there isn’t some more Word of God that I need to 

know about? 

Achilles:  Are you daring to question the Word of God that has been given us? 

The Tortoise finally arrives and catches her breath.   

Tortoise:  Achilles!  Leave poor Crab alone.  Crab has done nothing wrong asking these questions.  

And besides, as Christians, when we think about the Word of God, the first thing we think of is 

Christ, not the Bible. 

Achilles:  What?  Everyone knows that the Bible is the Word of God 

Tortoise:  You keep referring to the Bible as the Word of God, when the Bible teaches us that the 

Word of God became flesh and walked among us.  What Christianity has always understood was 

that the Word of God is Jesus Christ. 

Achilles:  Tortoise? No, Christianity teaches that the Bible is the Word of God.  Quick question - 

where does someone learn about Jesus Christ? What is the primary Source from which someone 

can know His life, teachings, death, and Resurrection? What is it? 

Tortoise:  Quick answer - people learn about Jesus from their church, from their Sunday School 

teacher, and from their pastor when she preaches, or perhaps from a Christian friend who tells 

them about Christ. The Church is God's instrument in the world to proclaim the Good News. 

Achilles:  Hey Tortoise: Where are they getting this knowledge from? 

Tortoise:  Well, Achilles, it goes like this.  My Sunday School teacher learned from her Sunday 

School teacher. My pastor from her pastor, who got it from his pastor, who learned from his pastor 

and so on. It goes back all the way to Apostles. Along the way, the Bible was a very useful tool for 

"norming" the teaching of the Church, but ultimately, the Church chose the writings to put in the 

New Testament, and the decision of what to include in the New Testament took over 300 years. 

The Bible is a product of the Church, and not the other way around. 

Achilles:  What are you saying? Of course the Word of God is the Bible.  It says in 2
nd

 Timothy:  

"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in right-

eousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." 



The Tortoise turns to Crab. 

Tortoise:  Crab, we will get back to your questions in a second.  But first, I need to explain some-

thing to Achilles.  

The Tortoise turns back to Achilles 

 Tortoise: So, you found one of the few quotes in the Bible which talks about the "scriptures". And 

even though Paul was talking about the books that would come to be known as the Old Testa-

ment, let's treat this passage as if it was talking about the whole Bible, New and Old Testament. 

Okay, so does this passage say "the Scriptures are the Word of God?"  No, it doesn’t say that spe-

cifically.   Actually, it says something very different. Scriptures are "inspired by God". Okay, that is 

good to know. What else is scripture? "Useful". Scripture is 'useful'. Scripture is the practical tool 

for preaching, teaching, correcting and training.  So Achilles, answer me this.  Where does it say in 

the Bible that the Bible is the "way, the truth and the light"? Where does it say that the Bible is the 

"the true light, which enlightens everyone, . . . coming into the world"?  

Achilles shrugs 

 Tortoise:  You are right. Nowhere does it say that! But we all know that the "Word", the "Truth", 

the "Light", the "Way" are all Christ. 

Achilles:  Where are you getting the claim that Christ is The Way, The Truth, and The Life from?  It 

comes from the Bible. 

Tortoise:  Hmmmm.  We need to remember those words from the lips of the one who is the Way, 

the Truth and the Life. These are Christ's own words about himself. We worship Christ. Luther de-

scribed the Bible as the "manger in which the baby Christ lay" These are Christ's words about him-

self. These are the words about Christ that the Church has been teaching from the beginning. 

They are also words preserved in the Bible. But, your question is pushing a false narrative that the 

Bible is the SOURCE of these words. The words don't ORIGINATE with the Bible, they originate 

with Christ, and are brought to us by the Church. 

Crab:  Okay, but, everyone still calls the Bible the Word of God.  Why do they do that? 

Tortoise:  Think of all the things we call the “word of God” 

Achilles: the Bible 

Crab:  Yea, but there are more.  Like when the prophets spoke in the Old Testament, they spoke 

“the word of God”  And, there were times that God spoke in the Bible, or outside the Bible.  When 

God speaks, I guess what people hear is the Word of God. 

Tortoise:  Got any more? 



Achilles:  Yea, I guess there are a few other ways we use the word.  Like God’s creative voice in 

Genesis 1 and John 1 which speaks the world into being.  And, when someone preaches in 

Church, the preaching itself is called the “word of God”. 

 Tortoise:  The best theological understanding of "Word of God" is to recognize that Christ is the 

Word of God, and that all the other ways we think of "word of God", such as preaching, Old Testa-

ment style prophecy, the Bible, the words spoken at creation are all expressions of Christ. 

Crab:  Okay, I see that the Church has a good reason to call Jesus Christ the Word of God, but 

that still doesn’t solve the problem that I am forced to try to follow a God that gives me incomplete 

information.  I don’t have FULL DISCLOSURE about the nature of our existence.  And if we don't 

have that - all our actions and decisions stem from ignorance.  

Tortoise:  Yes Crab, I can see where your concern comes from. No book dropped from the sky 

completely explaining the full truth of the nature of our existence. But honestly, could such a book 

ever be written? God chose instead to walk among us, as "God-in-flesh" born a humble human 

baby, growing up and teaching for a few years and then dying an ignominious death. Rather than 

write for us the book entitled "How To Guide to having a SUPER AWESOME EXISTENCE", the 

Bible spends very little time talking about the esoteric nature of the cosmos, and spends most of 

its time sharing stories about people stumbling around the Middle East. But in that choice, God is 

already telling us something. There is a book in the Bible where a fellow named Job is very frus-

trated with God for the sufferings he has experienced. And he tells his friends how he is going to 

challenge God to God's face. And then God shows up in a storm and asks Job a barrage of ques-

tions. And Job has no answer, he admits his ultimate ignorance. And then the Book of Job comes 

to an end with us still puzzling over what the message of that book was. But, by being puzzled, by 

needing to ponder the book at length, we discover some of the answers to some of the questions 

that you have. 

Crab:  So, the Book of Job is teaching us that it is okay to live with a little ignorance. 

Tortoise:  Can it be any other way? 

Achilles:  But I so much want all the knowledge. 

Tortoise:  So did Eve.  And the serpent tempted her to reach for all knowledge in the form of an 

apple. 

Crab: Oh, yeah, I know that story,  the serpent said that eating from the forbidden tree would make 

Eve as smart as God.  

Tortoise:  Job kind of thought he was as smart as God and was willing to challenge God.  But God 

pushed back with questions.  That is actually a good thing that the Bible does. 



Achilles:  What? Push back? 

Tortoise:  Challenge us with questions.  We read, study, preach and live out the words of the Bi-

ble, not to reach for the same knowledge that Eve wanted, but rather, to come face to face with 

the questions with which the Bible challenges us.  Rather than think of the Bible as the Answer 

Book, think of it as the Question Book. 

Crab:  What is the difference? 

Tortoise:  When the Bible is read, and preached, and becomes part of a community, we all togeth-

er get to see all the ways the Bible can be understood.  We will pick up the questions that are 

asked in the Bible, and open our selves to discussions about what it all means.  Achilles, list some 

questions that are asked in the Bible. 

Achilles:  The serpent asks Eve, “Did God REALLY say you shall not eat from all the fruit in the 

garden?”  And, later, when they are hiding God calls out, “Where are you?”  And Caen asked “Am 

I my brother’s keeper?”  Abraham asked God, “Will you destroy the city of Sodom if fifty righteous 

people are found there?”  The psalmist asked, “what are human beings that you, O God, are mind-

ful of them?”  Jesus asked the lame man, “do you want to be made well?” 

Tortoise:  These are the kind of question that gets us as people of God thinking about things, 

thinking about life, and thinking about God. 

Crab:  And asking the questions is more important than the answers? 

Tortoise:  We know what the answer is.  Achilles, how does Hebrews begin? 

Achilles:  Let’s see if I remember . . . “Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 

ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and 

the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.”    So, yea, 

there is Christ portrayed as the “Word of God” again.  I get it!  I get it!  Christ is the Answer who 

compels us to ask the Question. 

Crab:  What question? 

Achilles:  All of the good questions.  “What is the meaning of Life?”  “Who is my neighbor?”  “Lord 

to whom shall we go? for you have the words of eternal life!”  Thank you, Tortoise, I am starting to 

see what you mean.  I don’t just read the Bible to get the answers and puff myself up and brag 

about what I know.  I read the Bible to be challenged by the questions.  If I am brought face-to-

face with Christ,  . . . I see Christ looking at me. 

Crab:  I started thinking the Bible wasn’t enough because it didn’t answer every question we might 



have, but, well, now I see that it isn’t us asking the questions. Thank you, Tortoise.  I shall ponder 

this idea.  Goodbye to you both, the tide is coming in, and I need to be on my way. 

 



 

The young man in the white shirt on Heather’s right is Shane Mantai, and he was baptized here at 

Lord of Life on August 30
th
.   

 Shane Mantai Baptism 



Social  Concerns 

Submitted by Donna 

 

Thanks to everyone who made the Bissell Lunch possible on October 4, 2020 we were able to feed 

215 homeless people. It wasn’t the way we usually do because of CO-VID 19 but Cheryl and Linda-

Lee who are kind enough to deliver the food to the Centre said that it was well received.  A special 

thanks  to Pastor David , Sue Lene, Elaine, Elia , Deb, and Katie for helping to fill the lunch bags and 

also to Sue, Lene and Eila for helping to purchase the items needed. Thanks to the congregation 

who provided the funds that made it possible to provide the food.   Also the mats that Sue and Deb 

crocheted were much appreciated Cheryl was able to give a mat right away to one of the homeless 

men  sitting outside the Centre.  

 

Linda Lee is checking with different organizations to see who would be willing to take some of the 

items that were purchased for the CLWR kits since with the warehouse closing and no more over-

seas shipments are being made it is important that we find someone who can use these items. If an-

yone has any suggestions please contact the office or me we would really appreciate any help that 

you can give. 

 

Xmas is coming and it would be nice to give back we have two possiblities a couple of Women Shel-

ters are trying to build playgrounds and require funds as well as Mulhurst camp did not have enough 

money for their renovations and are looking for extra funds if you have a preference of which you 

would wish to support or any other suggestions please again contact the office or myself. I would like 

to start fund raising the middle of November. 

 

Thanks for all your help. 

Donna Bornhuse Social Concerns 



Spiritual Self-Care Article Submitted by Cheryl Soenen-Peters 
 

I attended the session on Spiritual Self-Care and found it very enlightening. 

There were 5 areas touched on: 

Care of body 
Solitude & Community 
Prayer 
Sabbath 
Service  

Discussed was the fact that we are an embodied spirt and that our bodies are our “soul’s address” 

and that we should care for it - firstly.  For me, this was a novel idea.  I have always heard the 

phrase that our body is our temple, but never my soul’s address. It struck me in a very powerful way. 

We were encouraged to think of our bodies this way and to provide it the proper nutrition, rest and 

exercise. 

As people, we need time together and time alone - to share and to reflect.  We often create too 

much busyness in our lives.  We need to be still in our solitude, but not create guilt if we do not set 

aside specific time for either prayer, or meditation.  That God hears us when we talk to him in our 

mind. We do not “have” to speak the words out loud.  

Prayer is an intentional relationship with God.  We can do it “on the cushion” - pure prayer, or “off the 

cushion” prayerful living.  It was discussed how both types of prayer are required and not to negate 

either one, or to hold one higher than the other. 

Prayer is communication with God and that means dialogue, which includes listening, asking, thank-

ing all of this is a balance.  

Sabbath provides us a gift of time for praying, playing, fun, food, fellowship. 

Service - when we are serving others we are serving Him. 

This is just a brief summary of our 1.5 hours in the session, but suffice it to say that I am glad I took 

the time to spend my Saturday afternoon discussing Spiritual Self Care.  We were also encouraged 

to read the book Fully Awake and Truly Alive by Jane Vennard. 

 



 Fall Workbee October 10 

                               

 

                        

                       

        Getting up on the scaffolding to paint. 

 Many hands make the work light! Thank you to all who came out to help.  

Maggie tending to the flower beds.  Pastor David and John making the 



 

    

    

Telus has been digging 

around the neighbour-

hood since last year and 

finally it’s time to upgrade 

the church’s internet to 

the faster fibre but like 

most things with technol-

ogy, it’s not just a 1, 2, 3 

and we’re done. Not only 

were there trenches  and 

cables to be dug and 

pulled outside, the same 

had to be done inside. It 

came into the building in 

the electrical room. To 

get it to Eila’s office, a 

CAT 6 cable had to be 

run from the electrical 

room, downstairs to the 

Playday room, across the 

basement ceiling into the 

kitchen, then up into the 

office. Thank you Derek 

for doing that and to Pas-

tor David, his assistant.  

 

With the higher speed, 
we should now be able to 
upload videos during the 
service and to download 
the service quicker and to 
possibly even live stream.  

Telus  Fibre comes to 
Lord of Life 



 
 

 

November 2020 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

Dear Beloved of God  

My October Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders shared of the birth of our 
grandchild and that I have been pondering what it might be for me to be a Papa, and Cathy a Nana. 
I have been reflecting on this remarkable, mysterious gestation, germination, quickening, and birth, 
and that it feels very much like the remarkable, mysterious gestation, germination, quickening, and 
birth of this coronavirus adventure. A journey, an opportunity that invites us to where we do not de-
termine the route, the result, or the final outcome. Where we walk in the midst of disorientation and 
anxiety, frustration and uncertainty, through resiliency, imagination, generosity, experimentation, 
and learning.  

We are living in what many are calling a liminal time. Standing on a threshold between an ending 
and a new beginning. Living, not through an era of change, but a change of era. Entering, thrust in-
to, a new chapter in our history and experiencing that it is unraveling almost everything that we have 
taken for granted about the church, congregational life, its leadership, its life.  

Liminal seasons are challenging and disorienting. They are unsettling. We seek to move forward 
with purpose and certainty, but we feel as though we are trudging through mud or fog. We drift, said 
one theologian during a webinar I recently participated in, between resignation and indignation and 
we are not sure that we know how to occupy this continuum in a healthy way.  

This is where many of us are. It’s why there is less and less energy for the how-tos. It’s why many 
are exhausted. We need to name this grief and address the trauma that is upon us.  

Recently, I heard someone describe our time in terms of a bush suddenly uprooted from its estab-
lished bedding in the ground. The roots had gone deep, so they had to be cut all around before 
moving the bush to another location. It is a massive trauma for the bush. It isn’t going to bounce 
back in a few months or even a year. The bush needs the time of numbers of seasons before it can 
hope to generate new life back into its roots and branches. The gardener knows that for the bush to 
stand a change of re-rooting, all its flowers have to be cut off, so its energy is redirected to the trau-
matized root system.  

This is the grief and trauma that has become pervasive in our lives. There are no quick, no easy fix-
es, nor Wizard-of-Oz-like solutions. We are on a road that few, if any, of us have known before. How
-tos seem like band-aids on an open wound.  

Our vocation, dear Beloved, is to face the realities of this liminal moment, to name the grief and trau-
ma that surround and overwhelm us. The how-tos, writes Alan Roxburgh, are dead ends we grab on 
to when we don’t know what else to do. Facing together the hard questions of this unraveling re-
quires the writing of a new chapter, one that will be very different from the one we’ve written to this 
point.  

To name the grief and trauma is to begin the work of discernment. This work of discernment begins 
with a naming, a deep naming, that God is at work doing something new, together with an openness 
to the ways God is inviting us into something… beyond imagination. And, like the bush this will re-
quire time, perhaps a significant time, before we can hope to generate new life back into its roots 
and branches.  

 



 Discernment is located in prayer; it is seeing, knowing and acknowledging what is; it is noticing the 
movement of the Spirit with practiced listening; and, it is a journey, not a destination.  

Perhaps we could begin together by considering the following, by writing down our thoughts and 
sharing them with others in the faith community, one’s congregational council or Bible study, all-the-
while listening deeply, with responses that may at this time be only answered in part…tentatively:  

When have I/we experienced this dislocation before? This uncertainty?  

What stories of resiliency, discernment, imagination can I/we share?  

Where is God? Where is God, in the midst of the unraveling?  

What does hope look like?  

What does it mean to be a Christ-proclaimer in this day and age, when we are living in a glob-
al village, living amongst a variety of cultures and religions (not so different from New Testa-
ment times), and yet – for our health and the safety of others, we are so separated from our 
communities of care and concern?  

How might I/we “be” at this time rather than “do”? Is this difficult for me/us? Why?  

How does our faith inform every decision we make and refuse to make, every thought and 
prayer and question we ask and refuse to ask, every task we undertake and refuse to under-
take? Share a story when faith clearly informed my/our decision-making?  

How might I/we make room in my/our heart(s) for our siblings who suffer, who are sick, who 
continue to live under oppression? How do I/we make room in my/our faith community for the 
widow and the orphan, the hungry and the poor?  

What is critical in this moment is that we become clear on the source of our hope. Without this we 
are tossed and turned by every wind and proposal for change that comes along. The source of our 
hope…the God of hope.  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13  

In Christ Jesus  

Shalom,  

+Larry  



 

IF YOU BUY GROCERIES OR GAS AT: 

please purchase Sobeys & President’s Choice gift cards 
from: 

 

 
 

 
A group of family and friends are travelling to Mexico in July 2020 for ten 
days to build simple homes for families in need in Vincente Guerrero, a rural 
agricultural town on the Baja Peninsula that is home to many impover-
ished migrant workers. 
 
By purchasing gift cards at face value (in $25, $50 or $100 denominations) 
your support will assist us in raising money to cover the cost of the building 
materials, furnishings, and non-perishable food for the families. Every card 
we sell provides 5 % of its value to our fund. Cards can be used in conjunc-
tion with Air Miles and Plus cards. 
 
We will be happy to provide you with gift cards throughout the coming 
year on a regular basis, e.g., weekly, monthly, quarterly – just provide your 
contact information! 

Thank you for your support in helping us 

 

Heather Zirk 

hzirk@hotmail.com 
T:  780-929-2776 (home); 780-907-3646 (cell) 

mailto:marian.hay@enbridge.com


 

Prayer Needs  

Please keep the following people in your prayers 

 Tre and family 

 Sandra Grundler and family 

 Janie Harding and family (Sister Kathy passed away)  

 Marvin Hoyme 

 Sarah fighting cancer and her family  

 Donna fighting pancreatic Cancer 

 Diana Kachkowski  

 Zirk Family 

 Tommie Yackle  

 Mavis Lepp’s daughter 

 Derek + Taylor Smith and family 

 Sandy Orthner  

 Elaine Whyte and their family 

 Cheryl’s dad Leonard and Mom Elsie  

       

Special Thank You  

Alberta Carpet Cleaning  

Special thank you to Alberta Carpet Cleaning for 

cleaning all of our Church carpets in October free 

of charge. Please share this act of generosity 

with your friends and family. 

 

Church Cleaning  

Please note that the church inside cleaning will 

now be totally covered by the Presbyterian and St 

Mary’s congregation. 

 

Name: Phone Number Email: Position Held: 
Heather Zirk 780-929-2776 hzirk@hotmail.com President 

Cheryl Soenen-Peters 780-434-1804 
780-224-7102  
(C) 

csoenenpeters@shaw.ca Professional Staff/
Stewardship 

Julie Lutter 780-463-4994 
780-719-0508  
(C) 

jaylutter@shaw.ca Finance 

Maggie Melax 780-464-6676 
780-938-1026  
(C) 

maggie@melax.ca Worship & Music 

Donna Bornhuse 780-462-7027 
780-975-8730  
(C) 

donnabornhuse@hotmail.com Social Concerns 

Tisha Harricharran 780-953-4119 Tisha.harricharran@gmail.com Witness & Outreach 

 
Robyn Hiller 780-885-2943 rhiller90@hotmail.com Property 

 
Pam Smith 780-485-0181 pamloveschocolate@msn.com Youth/ Christian Educa-

tion 

 
David Melax 780-945-0465 david@melax.ca Pastor 

 
Eila Jaksa 780-463-9350 lordoflife@telus.net Office Administrator 

Council Members 


